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PREFACE 


At its 37th session held in December 1925, the Council of the 
League of Nations set up a special organ, the Preparatory Commis- 
sion for the Disarmament Conference which was “to prepare for 
the Conference for the reduction and limitation of armaments 
and define its terms of reference, composition and working.” Five 
ears later, at the 62d session of the Council held in January 1931, 
the President of the Council accepted the report and the draft 
convention submitted by the rapporteur for the Preparatory Com- 
mission in the following terms: “I feel certain that every member 
of the Council is most grateful to all the members of the Prepara- 
tory Commission for the way in which they have carried through 
their long and arduous task. The draft convention is an important 
document and it should be of great and practical value to the gov- 
ermments of the world in their efforts to ensure the success of the 
General Disarmament Conference which, may I remind the Coun- 
cil, will be the first world conference ever organized with a view 
toa reduction and limitation of armaments of every kind.” Three 
days later the Council passed a resolution requesting the Secretary- 
General to transmit to the governments the draft convention and 
the report, and fixing the date of the General Disarmament Con- 
ference for “the Tuesday following the end of the Council’s ses- 
sion which is due to open on January 25, 1932.” The Preparatory 
Commission having completed its task was dissolved. 

The initial work was immediately begun for the technical prep- 
aration of the Conference. It will open in Geneva on February 2, 
1932. More than fifty nations of the world, including Soviet Rus- 
sia, the United States, and other non-members of the League have 
accepted the invitation to attend. It is estimated that there will 
be from 2000 to 3000 delegates and that this number will be in- 
creased to 6000 by members of the families of the delegates, 
secretaries, technical advisers, press representatives, and special 
unofficial visitors. The League building is being enlarged to ac- 
commodate the additional secretariat which will be necessary dur- 
ing the Conference and the sound of work on steel girders was a 
usual accompaniment to the meetings of the Council in September 
last. All governments are instructing their delegates and informing 
their peoples of the issues involved. Not since the peace negotia- 
tions in Paris in 1919 has the attention of the whole world been 
so strongly concentrated upon an international gathering. 

The discussions of the Conference will be based upon the Draft 
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Convention which is a framework into which the actual figures of 
limitation and reduction will be inserted. It is a document of 59 


articles and numerous tables, and is divided into six parts; | 


Personnel: A. Effectives, B. Period of Service; II. Material; 4 
Land Armaments, B. Naval Armaments, C. Air Armaments; [jf 
Budgetary Expenditure; IV. Exchange of Information; V. Chem. 
ical Arms; VI. Miscellaneous Provisions: A. Permanent Disay. 
mament Commission, B. Derogations, C. Procedure Regarding Com. 
plaints, D. Final Provisions. Since those who wish to follow the 
proceedings of the Conference intelligently will find it n 

to have a copy of this Draft Convention at hand for reference, it 
has seemed important to include the text in the IJnternationgl 
Conciliation series. 

The cooperation of the United States in the movement for world 
disarmament has been described in detail in the November issue of 
International Conciliation, No. 274. The acceptance, on October 
31, of the armaments truce proposed by the Foreign Minister of 
Italy at the Assembly meeting of September 8 and forwarded to 
the nations of the world by the Secretary-General of the League 
indicates clearly that the “government of the United States hopes 
. .. for the successful conclusion of the general disarmament 
conference.” 

Such a conclusion cannot be reached without the wholehearted 
support of the public opinion of this and all other countries, 

It is not too much to say that the fate of the world for the next 
generation will be at stake when this conference meets. Should 
it fail in capacity, in competence or in courage and thereby permit 
the nations to fall back into their old relationships of armed and 
competitive nationalism, no man would dare predict the future or 
its results. If, on the other hand, this conference shall have the 
capacity, the competence and the courage to build its work upon 
the safe and sure foundation of international understanding and 
international cooperation and leave off talking of the outworn and 
outgrown policies of armed security and preparations for defense, 
reducing the armies and navies of the world to.their proper twen- 
tieth century status of police, not only will a great load of moral 
responsibility be lifted from the shoulders of this generation but 
prosperity, satisfaction, and progress will quickly be the lot of 
ourselves and those who are shortly to follow after us. 


NIcHOLAS Murray BUTLER 
New York, November 14, 1931. 
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DRAFT CONVENTION’ 
[Prepared by the League of Nations Preparatory Commission for the 
Disarmament Conference. Reprinted from Document C.687.M.288. 

1930.1X.[C.P.D.292(2).] Geneva, December 9, 1930.] 


Article 1 
The High Contracting Parties agree to limit and, so far as pos- 
sible, to reduce their respective armaments as provided in the 
present Convention. 
Part I—PERSONNEL’ 
CHAPTER A—EFFECTIVES 


Article 2 


The average daily effectives in the land, sea and air armed forces 
and formations organised on a military basis of each of the High 
Contracting Parties shall not exceed, in each of the categories of 
efectives defined in the tables annexed to this Chapter, the figure 
laid down for such party in the corresponding column of the said 
tables. 

Article 3 

The average daily effectives are reckoned by dividing the total 
number of days’ duty performed in each year by the number of 
days in such year. 

Article 4 

By formations organised on a military basis shall be understood 
police forces of all kinds, gendarmerie, Customs officials, forest 
guards, which, whatever their legal purpose, are, in time of peace, 
by reason of their staff of officers, establishment, training, arma- 
ment, equipment, capable of being employed for military purposes 
without measures of mobilisation, as well as any other organisa- 
tion complying with the above condition. 

By mobilisation, within the meaning of the present article, shall 
be understood all the measures for the purpose of providing the 
whole or part of the various corps, services and units with the 
personnel and material required to pass from a peace-time footing 


to a war-time footing. 


1See general reservations by the Turkish, German, Norwegian, and Irish Free 
State delegations, Official Journal, February, 1931, p. 317. 
4See reservation by the German delegation, ibid., p. 320, par. 79. 
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CHAPTER B—PERIOD OF SERVICE 
Article 5 Hid 
The provisions of this Chapter apply only to effectives recruited gu 
by conscription. ry 
Article 6 He 
For each of the High Contracting Parties concerned, the maxi- ! rt 
mum total periods of service to which the effectives recruited by 
conscription are liable in the land, sea or air armed forces or 4 
formations organised on a military basis respectively, shall not bi 
exceed the figures laid down for such party in the table annexed 
to this Chapter. 
Article 7 


For each man, the total period of service is the total number 
of days comprised in the different periods of service which he is 
liable under the national law to perform. 


Article 8 


As an exception, each of the High Contracting Parties con- 
cerned may exceed the limits which he has accepted by the table 
annexed to this Chapter in so far as, owing to a falling-off in the 
number of births, such an increase may be necessary to enable the 
maximum total number of effectives fixed in his case by the tables 
annexed to Chapter A of this part to be attained. 

It is understood that any High Contracting Party which avails 
itself of this option will immediately notify the measures taken 
and the reasons justifying them to the other High Contracting 
Parties and to the Permanent Disarmament Commission referred 
to in Part VI of the present Convention. 


ttt 


Article 9 


In any case, the total period of service shall not exceed . . . 
months. 





TABLE ANNEXED TO CHAPTER B or Part I 
—_,Dd,dmLcdmL EEE 
Maximum total period of service to which the effectives 


High Contracting recruited by conscription are liable in the armed forces or 
Parties formations organised on a military basis 
<< ——q“[—| 
Land Sea Air 

Ne an i 
A. 
B. 
c. 
D. 


Part II—MarTERIAL 
CHAPTER A—LAND ARMAMENTS* 


Article 10" 
(Provisional text subject to the drafting of the Annex) 


The annual expenditure of each High Contracting Party on the 
upkeep, purchase and manufacture of war material for land arma- 
ments shall be limited to the figures laid down for such Party, and 
in accordance with the conditions prescribed, in the annex . . . to 
this Article. 


*See reservation by the American, German, and Turkish delegations, Official 
Journal, February, 1931, pp. 322-323, pars. 94, 99, 102, 103. 

* Note.—In pronouncing on this Article the Governments will take into account 
at the Conference the report requested from the Committee of Budgetary a 
which will have been forwarded to them in order to permit of the drawing up 
the annex to this Article. 

The Preparatory Commission, by sixteen votes to three and six abstentions, 
atuatet the principle of limitation by expenditure. It also discussed the following 
resolution: 

“The Preparatory Commission is of opinion that the principle of direct 
limitation should be applied to land war material.” 

When this resolution was put to the vote there were nine votes in favour, nine 
against and seven abstentions. 

Lastly it examined the principle of a combination of the two methods. Nine 
members of the Commission voted in favour of this principle; eleven voted against 
and five abstained. 
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CHAPTER B—NAVAL ARMAMENTS’ * 


— Article 11” 
R Throughout the duration of the present Convention, the global 
or 


nnage Of the vessels of war of each of the High Contracting 
il Parties, other than the vessels exempt from limitation under Annex 
Ito this Chapter and the special vessels enumerated in Annex II, a 
dall not exceed the figure laid down for such Party in Table I 
gnexed to this Chapter. 


Article 12™ 


Table II annexed to this Chapter shows, by tonnage per cate- 
gory, the way in which each High Contracting Party intends to 
distribute during the period of application of the present Conven- 4 

ne tion the global tonnage which is limited in the case of such Party 
tothe figure laid down in Table I. 


Article 13 


Within the limits of the global tonnage fixed for such Party in 

Table I, and failing any stricter conditions resulting from special 
conventions to which it is or may become a party, each of the 

he High Contracting Parties may modify the distribution shown for 


a itin Table II, subject to the following conditions: 

nd (1) The tonnages by category shown for each High Contract- 

to ing Party in Table II shall in no case be the object of increase 
beyond the figures shown for it in Table III annexed to this 

ial Chapter. 


(2) Before the laying-down of the ship or ships for the con- 
struction of which the transferred tonnage has been assigned, due 
notice must be given to all the other High Contracting Parties 


a 
PS 


‘ and the Secretary-General and the Permanent Disarmament Com- 
mission, of the amount of tonnage transferred, the length of such 
° notice being that laid down for each of the High Contracting 
, Parties in Table ITI. 
t *Note—Such figures and dates as appear in this Chapter are only given as an : 


illustration; most of them correspond to the figures and dates laid down in the 
Treaties of Washington and London. 

*See general reservation by the German and Italian delegations, Official Journal, 
February, 1931, pp. 323-324, pars. 108, 109. 

See reservations by the Italian, Yugoslav, and Finnish delegations, ibid. p. 324, 
pars. 112, 116. 

™* See reservation by the Italian delegation, ibid., p. 324, par. 112. 
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Article 14 


No capital ship shall exceed 35,000 tons (35,560 metric tons) 
standard displacement or carry a gun exceeding 16 inches (406 
mm.) in calibre. 

Article 15 


No aircraft carrier shall exceed 27,000 tons (27,432 metric tons) 
standard displacement or carry a gun with a calibre in excess of 
8 inches (203 mm.). 

No aircraft carrier of 10,000 tons (10,160 metric tons) or legs 
standard displacement shall carry a gun exceeding 6.1 inches 
(155 mm.) in calibre. 

If the armament carried includes guns exceeding 6.1 inches 
(155 mm.) in calibre, the total number of guns carried, except 
anti-aircraft guns and guns not exceeding 5.1 inches (130 mm) 
shall not exceed ten. If, alternatively, the armament contains no 
guns exceeding 6.1 inches (155 mm.) in calibre, the number of 
guns is not limited. In either case, the number of anti-aircraft 
guns and of guns not exceeding 5.1 inches (130 mm.) in calibre, 
is not limited. 

Article 16 


No submarine shall exceed 2,000 tons (2,032 metric tons) stand- 
ard displacement or carry a gun exceeding 5.1 inches (130 mm) 
in calibre. 

Article 17 


No vessel of war exceeding the limitations as to displacement 
or armament prescribed by the present Convention shall be ac- 
quired by, or constructed by, for or within the jurisdiction of any 
of the High Contracting Parties. 


Article 18 


In regard to the replacement of the vessels of war limited by 
the present Convention, the High Contracting Parties will comply 
with the rules set out in Annex IV to this Chapter. 


Article 19” 


No preparation shall be made in merchant ships in time of peace 
1 See reservation by the Japanese delegation, ibid. p. 326, par. 134. 


[18] 
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for the installation of warlike armaments for the purpose of con- 
yerting such ships into vessels of war, other than the necessary 
giftening of decks for the mounting of guns not exceeding 6.1 
inches (155 mm.) in calibre. 


Article 20 


In the event of a High Contracting Party’s being engaged in 
war, such Party shall not use as a vessel of war any vessel of 
war which may be under construction within its jurisdiction for 
my other Power, or which may have been constructed within its 
jurisdiction for another Power and not delivered. 


Article 21 


Each of the High Contracting Parties undertakes not to dis- 
pose, by gift, sale, or any mode of transfer, of any vessel of war 
in such a manner that such vessel may become a vessel of war in 
the navy of any foreign Power. 


Article 22 


Any vessels of war which have to be disposed of as being sur- 
plus to the tonnage figures allowed by the present Convention shall 
be disposed of in accordance with the rules set out in Annex V 
to this Chapter. 


Article 23 


Existing ships of various types, which, prior to April Ist, 1930, 
have been used as stationary training establishments or hulks, may 
be retained in a non-seagoing condition. 


u BB 


Article 24 
(Provisional text, subject to the drafting of the Annex) 


The annual expenditure of each High Contracting Party on the 
upkeep, purchase and manufacture of war material for naval 


"In pronouncing on this Article, the Governments will take into account at 
the Conference the report requested from the Committee of Budgetary Experts, 
which will have been forwarded to them in order to permit of the drawing up of 
the Annex to this Article. 

4See reservation by the French, Japanese, German, British, and Italian dele- 
gations, Oficial Journal, February, 1931, pp. 326-327, pars. 139, 140-142. 
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armaments shall be limited to the figures laid down for gu 
Party, and in accordance with the conditions prescribed, jg 


Annex. ... 


Note.—The two following articles appear in Part III of the London Naval 
Treaty and are quoted as examples of supplementary restrictions which certain 
High Contracting Parties may be prepared to accept: 


Article ... 


“Not more than 25 per cent of the allowed total tonnage in the cruiser 
category may be fitted with a landing-on platform or deck for aircraft,” 


Article ... 


“In the destroyer category, not more than 16 per cent of the allowed total 
tonnage shall be employed in vessels of over 1,500 tons (1,524 metric tons) 
standard displacement.” 


* 
* * 


TABLES ANNEXED TO CHAPTER B or Part II 


TABLE I 


[orn 


High Contracting Party Global Tonnage 


A. 
B. 
Cc. 
D. 
E. 
F. 
G. 


144 See reservation by the Greek and Spanish delegations, ibid., p. 327, par. 14} 
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0 eeeeU=== 
High Contracting Parties 





Categories 
(defined in Annex IIT) 





——— 
Certain (@) Capital ships ‘ 
() au" 


(4i)*8 











iser 
() Aircraft-carriers 
‘otal enteral rent ieee snl nsec eels 
) 
~ (c) Cruisers 
(i) Guns of more than 6.1 4 
(cd) inches (155 mm.) | |_———_- | —_ —_ |_| —_ —_|—_— i 
Light (ii) Guns of 6.1 inches and * 
surface less (155 mm.) 1 
vessels 
= (d) Destroyers 








() Submarines 





TABLE III—RULES FOR TRANSFER 


The figures to be entered in this table will be calculated on the 
following principles: 

1. Account must be taken of the special circumstances of each 
Power, and of the classes of ships involved in the transfer. 

2. Powers whose total tonnage does not exceed 100,000 tons” 
will have full freedom of transfer as regards surface ships. 

3. As regards the other Powers, the amount of the transfer 
should vary in inverse ratio to the amount of the total (global) 
tonnage of each of them. 

1 For Parties who do not possess any capital ship of a standard displacement exceed- 


ing 8,000 tons (8,128 metric tons). . 
“This figure is given as an illustration. 
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ANNEXES TO CHapter B or Part II 


ANNEX I i‘ 

For the 

Exempt Vessels sons are 

Subject to any special agreements which may submit them to fim). ) Cop 

tation, the following vessels are exempt from limitation: D Vv 
i 


(a) Naval surface combatant vessels of 600 tons (610 metric tons) | ceeds 10,0 
standard displacement and under; ary a8 
(b) Naval surface combatant vessels exceeding 600 tons (610 metric (ii) F 
tons), but not exceeding 2,000 tons (2,032 metric tons) standard §o00 ton: 
displacement, provided they have none of the following charac. | Vessels 


teristics : displacem 
(1) Mount a gun above 6.1-inch (155 mm.) calibre; (b) Air 
(2) Mount more than four guns above 3-inch (76 mm) Surfac 
calibre ; the spec’ 


(3) Are designed or fitted to launch torpedoes; 
(4) Are designed for a speed greater than twenty knots, 


(c) Naval surface vessels not specifically built as fighting ships () on 
which are employed on fleet duties or as troop transports or in Surfac 
some other way than as fighting ships, provided they have none | the stan 
of the following characteristics: tons) oF 


(1) Mount a gun above 6.1-inch (155 mm.) calibre; nd < 
(2) Mount more than four guns above 3-inch (76 mm) (i) 


~~ (ii) | 
calibre; 
(3) Are designed or fitted to launch torpedoes; (ced) L 
(4) Are designed for a speed greater than twenty knots; Surfa 
(5) Are protected by armour plate; displace: 
(6) Are designed or fitted to launch mines; and wit 
(7) Are fitted to receive aircraft on board from the air; }) The c 
(8) Mount more than one aircraft-launching apparatus on | 4s follo 
the centre line; or two, one on each broadside; (i) 


(9) If fitted with any means of launching aircraft into the (ii) 
air, are designed or adopted to operate at sea more than 


three aircraft. (@) D 
Surfs 


ANNEX I exceed 
inches 


List of Special Vessels 
Standai 


ment o 


[22] 
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ANNEX III 
Definitions 


For the purposes of the present Convention, the following expres- 
sons are to be understood in the sense defined in this Annex: 


(a) Capital Ships. 

(i) Vessels of war, not aircraft carriers, whose displacement ex- 
ceeds 10,000 tons (10,160 metric tons) standard displacement, or which 
carry a gun with a calibre exceeding 8 inches (203 mm.). 

(ii) For Parties who do not possess any capital ship exceeding 
§oo0 tons (8,128 metric tons) standard displacement: 

Vessels of war not exceeding 8,000 tons (8,128 metric tons) standard 
displacement and the calibre of whose guns exceeds 8 inches (203 mm.). 


(b) Aircraft Carriers. 

Surface vessels of war, whatever their displacement, designed for 
the specific and exclusive purpose of carrying aircraft and so con- 
structed that aircraft can be launched therefrom and landed thereon. 


(c) Cruisers. 

Surface vessels of war, other than capital ships or aircraft carriers, 
the standard displacement of which exceeds 1,850 tons (1,880 metric 
tons) or with a gun above 5.1 inches (130 mm.) calibre. 

The cruiser category is divided into two sub-categories as follows: 

(i) Cruisers carrying a gun above 6.1 inches (155 mm.) calibre. 

(ii) Cruisers not carrying a gun above 6.1 inches (155 mm.) calibre. 


(cd) Light Surface Vessels. 

Surface vessels of war, other than aircraft carriers, the standard 
displacement of which does not exceed 10,000 tons (10,160 metric tons), 
and with guns not exceeding 8 inches (203 mm.) calibre. 

The category of light surface vessels is divided into two categories, 
as follows : 

(i) Vessels carrying a gun above 6.1 inches (155 mm.) calibre. 

(ii) Vessels not carrying a gun above 6.1 inches (155 mm.) calibre. 


(d) Destroyers. 

Surface vessels of war, the standard displacement of which does not 
exceed 1,850 tons (1,880 metric tons) and with a gun not above 5.1 
inches (130 mm.) calibre. 


Standard Displacement. ’ 
1, The standard displacement of a surface vessel is the displace- 
ment of the vessel complete, fully manned, engined and equipped ready 


[ 23 ] 
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for sea, including all armament and ammunition, equipment, () 
provisions and fresh water for crew, miscellaneous stores and imple | 3 " 
ments of every description that are intended to be carried in war, but than t 
without fuel or reserve feed water on board. | 

2. The standard displacement of a submarine is the surface dis Se 

placement of the vessel complete (exclusive of the water in nop. The 
watertight structure), fully manned, engined and equipped ready fo, ont 
sea, including all armament and ammunition, equipment, outfit, proyj- 

sions for crew, miscellaneous stores and implements of every descrip. 4 
tion that are intended to be carried in war, but without fuel, lubricat. 

ing oil, fresh water dr ballast water of any kind on board. to th 

3. Each naval combatant vessel shall be rated at its displacement 

tonnage when in the standard condition. 

The word “ton,” except in the expression “metric tons,” shall be 

understood to be the ton of 2,240 pounds (1,016 kilos.), Th 
in th 

f i (1) 

ANNEX IV (2 

Rules for Replacement “ 

1. Except as provided in paragraph 4 of this Annex, no vessel (5 

limited by this Convention shall be replaced until it becomes “over-age.” As 

2. A vessel shall be deemed to be “over-age” when the following vert 

number of years have elapsed since the date of its completion: cern 

(a) Capital ships: 20" years, subject to special provision as may be V 
necessary for the replacement of existing ships. ing 

(b) Aircraft-carriers: 20 years, subject to special provision as may 

’ be necessary for existing ships. 

(c) Surface vessels exceeding 3,000 tons (3,048 metric tons) but ( 
not exceeding 10,000 tons (10,160 metric tons) standard dis- plac 
placement: mo! 

(i) If laid down before January Ist, 1920, 16 years; of 
(ii) If laid down after December 31st, 1919, 20 years. - 
e 


(d) Surface vessels not exceeding 3,000 tons (3,048 metric tons) 
standard displacement: ple 

(4) If laid down before January Ist, 1921, 12 years; 

(ii) If laid down after December 31st, 1920, 16 years. 


™ Under the London Treaty, certain Powers agreed not to exercise their rights rec 
to lay down the keels of capital ship replacement tonnage during the years 1931 
to 1936 inclusive, as provided in the Washington Treaty. 


[ 24 ] 
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(e) Submarines: 13 years. 


3. The keels of replacement tonnage shall not be laid down more 
than three years before the year in which the vessel to be replaced 
becomes “over-age”: but this period is reduced to two years in the 
case of any replacement surface vessel not exceeding 3,000 tons (3,048 
metric tons) standard displacement. 

The right of replacement is not lost by delay in laying down replace- 
ment tonnage. 


4. In the event of loss or accidental destruction, a vessel may be 
replaced immediately; but such replacement tonnage shall be subject 
to the limits of displacement and to the other provisions of this 
Convention. 


ANNEX V 
Rules for Disposal of Vessels of War 


The present Convention provides for the disposal of vessels of war 
in the following ways: 


(1) By scrapping (sinking or breaking up) ; 

(2) By converting the vessel to a hulk; 

(3) By converting the vessel to target use exclusively; 

(4) By retaining the vessel exclusively for experimental purposes; 
(5) By retaining the vessel exclusively for training purposes. 


Any vessel of war to be disposed of may either be scrapped or con- 
verted to a hulk at the option of the High Contracting Party con- 
cerned. 

Vessels which have been retained for target, experimental or train- 
ing purposes, shall finally be scrapped or converted to hulks. 


Section I—Vessels To Be Scrapped 


(a) A vessel to be disposed of by scrapping, by reason of its re- 
placement, must be rendered incapable of warlike service within six 
months of the date of the completion of its successor, or of the first 
of its successors if there are more than one. If, however, the com- 
pletion of the new vessel or vessels be delayed, the work of rendering 
the old vessel incapable of warlike service shall, nevertheless, be com- 
pleted within four and a-half years from the date of laying the keel 
of the new vessel, or of the first of the new vessels; but should the 
new vessel, or any of the new vessels, be a surface vessel not exceeding 
3,000 tons (3,048 metric tons) standard displacement, this period is 
reduced to three and a half years. 


[25] 
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(i) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 


(8) 
(9) 


(c) 


(1) 
(2) 


finally 
graph 


(1) 


(2) 
(3) 


(6) A vessel to be scrapped shall be considered incapable of war. 
like service when there shall have been removed and landed or else 
destroyed in the ship: 


All guns and essential parts of guns, fire control tops and re 
volving parts of all barbettes and turrets; 

All hydraulic or electric machinery for operating turrets; 

All fire-control instruments and range-finders; 

All ammunition, explosives, mines and mine rails; 

All torpedoes, war heads, torpedo-tubes and training-racks; 
All wireless telegraphy installations ; 

All main propelling machinery, or alternatively the armoured 
conning-tower and all side armour-plate; 

All aircraft cranes, derricks, lifts and launching apparatus, 

All landing-on or flying-off platforms and decks, or alternatively 
all main propelling machinery ; 

In addition, in the case of submarines, all main storage bat- 
teries, air compressor plants and ballast pumps. 


Scrapping shall be finally effected in either of the following 


ways, within twelve months of the date of which the work of render- 
ing the vessel incapable of warlike service is due for completion: 


Permanent sinking of the vessel; 

Breaking the vessel up; this shall always include the destruction 
or removal of all machinery, boilers and armour, and all deck, 
side and bottom-plating. 


Section II—Vessels To Be Converted to Hulks 


A vessel to be disposed of by conversion to a hulk shall be considered 


disposed of when the conditions prescribed in Section I, para- 
(6), of this Annex, have been complied with, omitting sub- 


paragraphs (6), (7) and (8), and when the following have been 
effected : 


Mutilation beyond repair of all propeller-shafts, thrust-blocks, 
turbine-gearing or main propelling-motors and turbines or cy- 
linders of main engines; 

Removal of propeller-brackets ; 

Removal and breaking up of all aircraft-lifts, and the removal 
of all aircraft-cranes, derricks and launching apparatus. 


The vessel must be put in the above condition within the same limits 
of time as provided in Section I for rendering a vessel incapable of 
warlike service. 


[ 26] 
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Section I1I—Vessels To Be Converted to Target Use 


(a) A vessel to be disposed of by conversion to target use exclu- 
sively shall be considered incapable of warlike service when there have 
been removed and landed, or rendered unserviceable on board, the 
following : 

(1) All guns; 

(2) All fire-control tops and instruments and main fire-control com- 

munication wiring; 

(3) All machinery for operating gun-mountings or turrets; 

(4) All ammunition, explosives, mines, torpedoes and torpedo-tubes ; 

(5) All aviation facilities and accessories. 


The vessel must be put into the above conditions within the same 
limits of time as provided in Section I for rendering a vessel incapable 
of warlike service. 


(b) Each High Contracting Party is permitted to retain, for target 
use exclusively, at any one time: 


(1) Not more than three vessels (cruisers or destroyers), but of 
these three vessels only one may exceed 3,000 tons (3,048 metric 
tons) standard displacement; 

(2) One submarine. 


(c) On retaining a vessel for target use, the High Contracting 
Party concerned undertakes not to re-condition it for warlike service. 


Section IV—Vessels Retained for Experimental Purposes 


(a) A vessel to be disposed of by conversion to experimental pur- 
poses exclusively shall be dealt with in accordance with the provisions 
of Section III (a) of this Annex. 


(b) Without prejudice to the general rules, and provided that due 
notice be given to the other High Contracting Parties, reasonable 
variation from the conditions prescribed in Section III (a) of this 
Annex, in so far as may be necessary for the purposes of a special 
experiment, may be permitted as a temporary measure. 

Any High Contracting Party taking advantage of this provision is 
required to furnish full details of any such variation and the period 
for which they will be required. 


(c) Each High Contracting Party is permitted to retain for exper- 
imental purposes exclusively at any one time: 


(1) Not more than two vessels (cruisers or destroyers), but of 
[27] 
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(2) 

























(a) 


The 
(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 
(5) 


The 
(1) 
(2) 


(3) 
(4) 


(c) 


(d) 
of paragraph (a) shall, within six months of the date on which they 
are required to be disposed of, be dealt with as follows: 


1. Capital Ships. 


tons) standard displacement; 
One submarine. 


(d) On retaining a vessel for experimental purposes, the High 


Contracting Party concerned undertakes not to re-condition jt 
for warlike service. 


Section V—Vessels Retained for Training Purposes 


The following vessels may be retained for training purposes 


exclusively, by the High Contracting Parties concerned: 


Vessels retained for training purposes under the provisions 


following is to be carried out: 


Removal of main-armament guns, revolving parts of all bar- 
bettes and turrets; machinery for operating turrets; but three 
turrets with their armament may be retained in each ship; 
Removal of all ammunition and explosives in excess of the 
quantity required for target-practice training for the guns re 
maining on board; 

Removal of conning-tower and the side-armour belt between 
the foremost and aftermost barbettes; 

Removal or mutilation of all torpedo-tubes ; 

Removal or mutilation on board of all boilers in excess of the 
number required for a maximum speed of eighteen knots. 


2. Other Surface Vessels. 


following is to be carried out: 

Removal of one-half of the guns, but four guns of main calibre 
may be retained on each vessel; 

Removal of all torpedo-tubes; 

Removal of all aviation facilities and accessories; 

Removal of one-half of the boilers. 


The High Contracting Party concerned undertakes that vessels 


retained in accordance with the provisions of this Section shall not be 
used for any combatant purpose. 


[ 28] 


these two vessels only one may exceed 3,000 tons (3,048 metrie. 
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CHAPTER C-—-AIR ARMAMENTS 
Article 25” 


The number and total horse-power of the aeroplanes, capable of 
yse in war, in commission and in immediate reserve in the land, 
sea and air armed forces of each of the High Contracting Parties 
shall not exceed the figures laid down for such Party in the corre- 
sponding columns of Table I annexed to this Chapter. 

The number and total horse-power of the aeroplanes, capable of 
yse in war, in commission and in immediate reserve in the land, 
sea and air formations organised on a military basis of each of 
the High Contracting Parties shall not exceed the figures laid 
down for such Party in the corresponding columns of Table II 
annexed to this Chapter. 


Article 26” 


The number, total horse-power and total volume of dirigibles, 
capable of use in war, in commission in the land, sea and air 
armed forces of each of the High Contracting Parties shall not 
exceed the figures laid down for such Party in the corresponding 
columns of Table III annexed to this Chapter. 

The number, total horse-power and total volume of dirigibles 
capable of use in war, in commission in the land, sea and air 
formations organised on a military basis of each of the High 
Contracting Parties shall not exceed the figures laid down for 
such Party in the corresponding columns of Table IV annexed to 
this Chapter. 


Article 27 


Horse-power shall be measured according to the following 
tules . 
The volume of dirigibles shall be expressed in cubic metres. 


Article 28 


1. The High Contracting Parties shall refrain from prescrib- 
ing the embodiment of military features in the construction of 
civil aviation material, so that this material may be constructed 


%See reservations by the German and Turkish delegations, Official Journal, 
February, 1931, p. 327, pars. 148, 149. 


[29] 
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TABLES 
Table I.—Aeroplanes of the Land, Sea and Air Armed Forces 





a b c d a 














= 
z Total aeroplanes of the (Optional) (Optional) (Optional) total aerop 
Es armed forces Aeroplanes stationed Aeroplanes stationed | Aeroplanes in gion 
3S forces orga 
85 in the home country overseas carriers militar 
CO a 
S Total Total Total 
i ot aber ahd Total 
Number horse-power He horse-power Ne horse- power Ne 
A. 
B. 
al 
D. 
Table III.—Dirigibles of the Land, Sea and Air Forces Table I' 
te a b c d 
25 (Optional) (Optional) (Optional) otal 
a ft a pt 4on T 
= ee nn Dirigibles stationed Dirigibles stationed Dirigiblesin | y the form: 
Oo in the home country overseas aircraft carries on a mi 











S [aeelae| 2 lesslgd] 2 ize 3] 2 133 - 
& oR FEISS E See sa § 3 33 $1838 : 
BS |@ZR/ 8] SF |RSS Zl SF |RSSIAZ 3 ¢ 
A. 
B. 
c. 
D. 
18 See reservations by the German and Turkish delegations, idid., p. 328, pars. 155 and 156; re n dele; 
[ 30] 
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og C OF Part II* 


Table I1.—Aeroplanes of the Land, Sea and Air Formations Organised on a Military Basis 





d a b c 
ional) } rs) aeroplanes of the (Optional) (Optional) 
in forces organised on a Aeroplanes stationed Aeroplanes stationed 
iers military basis in the home country overseas 
Total Total Total Total 
hor Namber horse-power amber horse- power Me horse-power 


ee ee, a 


— 


= 





Table IV.— Dirigibles of the Land, Sea and Air Formations Organised on a Military Basis 


a b c ' 
a!) Total dirigibles (Optional) (Optional) 
Sin 1 the formations organised Dirigibles stationed in Dirigibles stationed 
riers on a military basis the home country overseas , 


italian delegation, pp. 320 and 328, pars. 73 and 15s. 






854 


for purely civil purposes, more particularly with a view to 
ing the greatest possible measure of security and the most econo | 
mic return. No preparations shall be made in civil aircraft in time | 
of peace for the installation of warlike armaments for the Purpose 

of converting such aircraft into military aircraft. 
2. The High Contracting Parties undertake not to require ciyil shall 











































aviation enterprises to employ personnel specially trained for milj. ing 
‘ tary purposes. They undertake to authorise only as a provisional forn 
and temporary measure the seconding of personnel to, and the Con’ 
employment of military aviation material in, civil aviation under. F 
takings. Any such personnel or military material which may thys forv 
be employed in civil aviation of whatever nature shall be included in.. 
in the limitation applicable to the High Contracting Party con. info 
cerned in virtue of Part I, or Articles 25 and 26, of the present suct 
Convention, as the case may be.” tory 
3. The High Contracting Parties undertake not to subsidise, bas¢ 
directly or indirectly, air lines principally established for military crui 
purposes instead of being established for economic, administrative thes 
or social purposes. per! 
4. The High Contracting Parties undertake to encourage as T 
far as possible the conclusion of economic agreements between ator 
civil aviation undertakings in the different countries and to confer that 


together to this end. 


Part III—BupceTary EXPENDITURE” I 


‘ re 
Article 29” <i 
5 : cai Cor 
(Provisional text subject to the drafting of the Annex) Ges 
The total annual expenditure of each of the High Contracting end 
Parties on his land, sea and air forces and formations organised ins 
on a military basis shall be limited to the figure laid down for such ; 
| Party and in accordance with the conditions prescribed in the Ge 
i Annex. ... 
; See reservation by the Canadian delegation, ibid., p. 329, par. 163. 
21 See reservations by the German and American delegations, ibid., p. 331, pats “ 
181, 182. ; 
23 Note.—In pronouncing on this Article, and in particularly as regards the pos Ss 
sibility of a distinct limitation of the expenditure on land, sea and air f e 
the Gyvesamente will take into account at the Conference the report req e: 
from the Committee of Budgetary Experts, which will have been forwarded to them y ‘ 


in order to permit of the drawing up of Annex... . 


[32] oo 
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Part IV—ExcHANGE OF INFORMATION 
Article 30 


For each category of effectives defined in the model tables 
annexed to this Article, the exchange of information each year 
shall apply to the average daily number of effectives reached dur- 
ing the preceding year in the land, sea and air armed forces and 
formations organised on a military basis of each of the High 
Contracting Parties. 

For this purpose, each of the High Contracting Parties will 
forward to the Secretary-General of the League of Nations, with- 
Se months after the end of each year, the necessary 
information to enable the said tables to be drawn up in the case of 
such Party. Each Party shall attach to this statement an explana- 
tory note showing the elements on which the figures supplied are 
based, and stating, in particular, for each sort of effectives (re- 
cruits, militiamen, reservists, territorials, etc.) the number of 
these effectives and the number of days’ service they have 
performed. 

The said tables shall be drawn up and published with the explan- 
atory note referred to above by the Secretary-General not later 
are o in each year. 


Article 31” 


If any youths have compulsorily received, during any year, 
preparatory military training within the jurisdiction of any High 
Contracting Party, such Party shall communicate to the Secretary- 
General of the League of Nations, within . . . months after the 
end of each year, the number of youths who have received such 
instruction. 

The above information shall be published by the Secretary- 
General not later than............ in each year. 


Article 32 


The High Contracting Parties concerned shall forward to the 
Secretary-General of the League of Nations at the end of each 
year the following information as to the provisions of their law 


% See reservation by the German and Italian delegations, Official Journal, 
February, 1931, p. 332, par. 194. 


[33] 








MopeEL TABLEs 


MODEL TABLES OF THE AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF & 
AND LAND FORMATION ORGaw 


Table I.— 
Land Armed Forces Stationed in the Home Country 


d 


Soldiers 
whose period 
of service 
has exceeded 
the legal 
Total Other period of (Optional Total 
effectives, effectives service but | statement.) effectives, 
including who have |is less than x* Recruits including 
the effectives | Officers | completed | months (in- not trained the effectives 
specified at least x formation as defined specified 
separately months of | to be supplied in the separately 
in this service only for national in this 
effectives legislation 
recruited by 
conscription) 


High Contracting 


stele 
2% See reservations concerning the tables annexed to Article 29 by the German, French, British Empin wnd Japanes 


tions of Turkish delegation pp. 320 and 331, pars. 77 and 188. 
*% Note.—This figure will be determined by the duration of the longest period of service which is inform |, the consc 















Nites AgricLe 30 (Part IV)™ 
Clilacnep DURING THE YEAR IN THE LAND ARMED FORCES 
i A MILITARY BASIS 





“E! 


Table IV.— 


| 


Total Iyned Forces Formations Organised on a Military Basis 









of. d e a b ¢ qd ‘ 
Soldiers Soldiers 
whose period or officials 
of service whose period 
has exceeded of service 
the legal has exceeded 
|] Other period of (Optional Total Other the legal (Optional 
|| dectives | service but |statement.)|  effectives, effectives | period of |statement.)/ 












|} sho have | is lessthan x**| Recruits including Officers | or officials} service but | Recruits 
Officer gmpleted | months (in- | not trained| the effectives | or officials | who have | is less than x** | not trained i 
gieast x**| formation as defined specified ranking as| completed| months (in- | as defined 





ponths | fo be supplied in the separately officers | at least x*%*| formation in the 
of service only for national in this months | to be supplied| national 
: effectives legislation Table of service only for legislation 
recruited by effectives 
j conscription) recruited by 
conscription) : 









ind Japanese delegations, Oficial Journal, February, 1931, pp. 331-332, pars. 187, 189, 190, 191; rese’ 





inthe conscript army of any High Contracting Party at the time of the signature of the Convention. 
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Table II.—Land Armed Forces Stationed Overseas 








a b c d : 
g | 
5 Soldiers whose § 
i period of service i 
# | Overseas | Total effectives, Other effectives | has exceeded the | (Optiong |} 
$ | territory including who have legal period of statement) a 
g the effectives Officers completed at service but is less (Recrwits go ‘ including 
g specified least x* months | thanx months | trainedg || theefiectiy 
v separately of service (information to be | defined in ty 
& in this Table supplied only for national separatel. 
x effectives recruited | legislation) || in this Tal 


by conscription) 





MODFL TABLES OF THE AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER @ /MPecTIVE: 
Table VI.—Naval Forces 





a b ¢c d 
Total effectives, Other effectives (Optional statement) Total e 
including effectives Officers who have completed Recruits not trained including 
specified separately at least y?* months as defined in the specified 
in this Table of service national legislation in thi 














a Note.—This figure will be determined by the duration of the longest period of service which isi borce in the 
rention. 
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Officers Other effectives 


Total effectives, 





ts 9 including or officials or officials legal period of statement.) = 
ned, | the effectives ranking who have service but is less (Recruits not 

d in te specified as officers completed at than x* months trained as 

ional separately least x** months (information to be defined in the 

ray || inthe Table of service supplied only for national =| 


effectives recruited 
by conscription) 








ER OF HFECTIVES REACHED DURING THE YEAR IN THE NAVAL FORCES 
Table VII.—Sea Formations Organised on a Military Basis 








—= 

a 6 ¢c 4d 
m)|| Total effectives, Other effectives (Optional statement.) 
med || including effectives Officers who have completed Recruits not trained 
te «6©| | «specified separately at least y** months as defined in the national 
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relating to the effectives recruited by conscription in their 
sea and air forces and formations organised on a military basis 
respectively ; 

(1) The total number of days comprised in the first period of 
service ; 

(2) The total duration in days of the ensuing periods. 

The above information shall be published by the Secretary. 
General not later than in each year. 


Article 33” 

Each of the High Contracting Parties shall, within 
months from the end of each budgetary year, communicate to the 
Secretary-General of the League of Nations a statement drawn 
up in accordance with a standard model, showing by categories 
of materials the total actual expenditure in the course of the said 
year on the upkeep, purchase and manufacture of war matérials 
of the land and sea armed forces and formations organised on a 
military basis of such Party. 

The information contained in this statement shall be published 
by the Secretary-General not later than in each year. 


Article 34 

Within one month after the date of laying down and the date 
of completion respectively of each vessel of war, other than the 
vessels exempt from limitation under Annex I to Chapter B of 
Part II, laid down or completed by or for them or within their 
jurisdiction after the coming into force of the present Convention, 
the High Contracting Parties shall communicate to the Secretary- 
General of the League of Nations the information detailed below: 


(a) The date of laying down the keel and the following partic- 
ulars: 


Classification of the vessel and for whom built (if not for the 
High Contracting Party) ; 


% See reservation by the German delegation, Official Journal, February, 1931, 
Pp. 332, par. 201. 

Note.—In giving an opinion on Article 33, the Governments will take into ac 
count the report requested from the Committee of Budgetary Experts rane 
the number and nature of the categories to be laid down and the methods o 
ublicity thus adopted in connection with the provisions of the annex regarding 
imitation referred to in Article 9 of the present Convention. 
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Standard displacement in tons and metric tons; 

Principal dimensions—namely, length of water-line, extreme 
beam at or below waterline; 

Mean draught at standard displacement; 

Calibre of the largest gun. 


(b) The date of completion, together with the foregoing par- 
ticulars relating to the vessel at that date. 


The above information shall be immediately communicated by 
the Secretary-General to all the High Contracting Parties and 
shall be published by the Secretary-General not later than...... 
jn each year. 

Article 35 


Each of the High Contracting Parties shall communicate to the 
Secretariat of the League of Nations the name and the tonnage 
of any vessel constructed in accordance with Article 19. (Chap- 
ter II). With regard to existing vessels of this type, this com- 
munication shall be made within two months after ratification of 
the present Convention. With regard to vessels to be constructed, 
the communication shall be made on the date of completion. 


Article 36” 


For each of the categories of aircraft defined in the model tables 
annexed to this Article, the exchange of information shall apply 
to the maximum figures attained in each year in respect of the 
number and total horse-power and for dirigibles the total volume, 
by the aircraft referred to in Articles 25 and 26 of the present 
Convention. 

For this purpose, each of the High Contracting Parties will for- 
ward to the Secretary-General of the League of Nations within 
Mo decs months after the end of each year the necessary infor- 
mation to enable the said tables to be drawn up in the case of 
such Party. 

The tables referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be 
drawn up and published by the Secretary-General not later than 
Soe in each year. 


™See reservations by the German delegation, Official Journal, February, 1931, 
Pp. 333, par. 206. 
[41] 
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Yoiel Table II.—Aeroplanes of the Land, Sea and Air Formations Organised on a Military Basis 
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Article 37” 


In order to ensure publicity as regards civil aviation, each of | 
the High Contracting Parties shall indicate within « months after | 
the end of each year to the Secretary-General of the League of 
Nations the number and total horse-power of civil aeroplanes and 
dirigibles registered within the jurisdiction of such Party. Each 
Party shall also indicate the amounts expended on civil aviation 
by the Government and by local authorities. 

The above information shall be published by the Secretary. 
General not later than in each year. 


Article 38” 

Each of the High Contracting Parties shall communicate to the 
Secretary-General of the League of Nations within 
months of the end of each budgetary year a statement drawn up 
in accordance with the standard model annexed to this Article® 
showing the total amounts actually expended in the course of the 
said year on the land, sea and air armaments of such Party. 

The information supplied in this statement shall be published 
by the Secretary-General not later than in each year. 


Part V—CHEMICAL Arms” 
Article 39 


The High Contracting Parties undertake, subject to reciprocity, 
to abstain from the use in war of asphyxiating, poisonous or simi- 
lar gases, and of all analogous liquids, substances or processes. 

They undertake unreservedly to abstain from the use of all 
bacteriological methods of warfare. 


Part VI—MIscELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
CHAPTER A—PERMANENT DISARMAMENT COMMISSION 
Article 40” 
There shall be set up at the seat of the League of Nations a 


%! See reservation by the German delegation, ibid., p. 333, par. 212. 

%2 See reservation by the German delegation, ébid., p. 334, par. 215. 

** Note.—In drawing up this annex, the Conference will have before it the stand- 
= model statement which will be submitted to it by the Committee of Budgetary 

perts. 

* See reservations by the German delegation, Official Journal, February, 193%, 
Pp. 335, pars. 229 and 230. 

% See reservation by the French delegation, ibid., p. 336, par. 238. 
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Permanent Disarmament Commission with the duty of following 
the execution of the present Convention. It shall consist of x 
(figure to be fixed by the Conference) members appointed respec- 
tively by the Governments of.......... (list to be drawn up by 
the Conference). 

Members of the Commission shall not represent their Govern- 
ments. They shall be appointed for x years, but shall be re-eligible. 
During their term of office, they may be replaced only on death 
or in the case of voluntary resignation or serious and permanent 


illness. 
They may be assisted by technical experts. 


Artiele 41 


The Commission shall meet for the first time, on being sum- 
moned by the Secretary-General of the League of Nations, within 
three months from the entry into force of the present Convention 
to elect a provisional President and Vice-President and to draw up 
its Rules of Procedure. 

Thereafter it shall meet annually in ordinary session on the date 
fixed in its Rules of Procedure. 

It may also, if summoned by its President, meet in extraordinary 
session in the cases provided for in the present Convention and 
whenever an application to that effect is made by a High Con- 
tracting Party. 


Article 42 
The Commission shall have full power to lay down its own 
Rules of Procedure on the basis of the provisions of the present 
Convention. 
Article 43 


The Commission may only transact business if at least two- 
thirds of its members are present. 


Article 44 


Any High Contracting Party not having a member of its na- 
tionality on the Commission shall be entitled to send a member 
appointed for the purpose to sit at any meetings of the Commis- 


[45] 
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that Party is considered. 


Article 45 


Each member of the Commission shall have only one vote, 

All decisions of the Commission shall be taken by a majority 
of the votes of the members present at the meeting. 

In the cases provided for in Articles 50 and 52 the votes of 
members appointed by the Parties concerned in the discussion shall 
not be counted in determining the majority. 

A minority report may be drawn up. 


Article 46 


Each member of the Commission shall be entitled on his own 
responsibility to have any person heard or consulted who is ina 
position to throw any light on the question which is being examined 
by the Commission. 


Article 47 


Each member of the Commission shall be entitled to require 
that, in any report by the Commission, account shall be taken of 
the opinions or suggestions put forward by him, if necessary in 
the form of a separate report. 


Article 48 


All reports by the Commission shall, under conditions specified 
in each case in the present Convention, or in the Rules of Proce- 
dure of the Commission, be communicated to all the High Con- 
tracting Parties and to the Council of the League of Nations, and 
shall be published. 


Article 49 


The Permanent Disarmament Commission shall receive all the 
information supplied by the High Contracting Parties to the 
Secretary-General of the League in pursuance of their interna- 
tional obligations in this regard. 

Each year, the Commission shall make at least one report on 
the information submitted to it and on any other information that 
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may reach it from a responsible source and that it may consider 
worth attention, showing the situation as regards the fulfilment 
of the present Convention. 

This report shall be communicated forthwith to all the High 
Contracting Parties and to the Council of the League and shall 
be published on the date fixed in the Rules of Procedure of the 
Commission. 

CHAPTER B—DEROGATIONS 


Article 50 


If, during the term of the present Convention, a change of cir- 
cumstances constitutes, in the opinion of any High Contracting 
Party, a menace to its national security, such High Contracting 
Party may suspend temporarily, in so far as concerns itself, any 
provision or provisions of the present Convention, other than 
those expressly designed to apply in the event of war, provided: 


(a) That such Contracting Party shall immediately notify 
the other Contracting Parties and at the same time the Permanent 
Disarmament Commission, through the Secretary-General of the 
League of Nations, of such temporary suspension, and of the 
extent thereof. 

(b) That simultaneously with the said notification, the Con- 
tracting Party shall communicate to the other Contracting Parties, 
and at the same time, to the Permanent Disarmament Commission 
through the Secretary-General, a full explanation of the change 
of circumstances referred to above. 


Thereupon the other High Contracting Parties shall promptly 
advise as to the situation thus presented. 

When the reasons for such temporary suspension have ceased 
to exist, the said High Contracting Party shall reduce its arma- 
ments to the level agreed upon in the Convention, and shall make 
immediate notification to the other Contracting Parties. 


CHAPTER C—PROCEDURE REGARDING COMPLAINTS 
Article 51 


The High Contracting Parties recognise that any violation of 
the provisions of the present Convention is a matter of concern 
to all the Parties. 

[47] 
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Article 52 


If, during the term of the present Convention, a High Contract. 
ing Party is of opinion that another Party to the Convention jg 
maintaining armaments in excess of the figures agreed upon or is 
in any way violating or endeavouring to violate the provisions of 
the present Convention, such Party may lay the matter, through 
the Secretary-General of the League of Nations, before the 
Permanent Disarmament Commission. 

The Commission, after hearing a representative of the High 
Contracting Party whose action is questioned, should such Party 
so desire, and the representative of any other Party which may be 
specially concerned in the matter and which asks to be heard, 
shall, as soon as possible, present a report thereon to the High 
Contracting Parties and to the Council of the League. The report 
and any proceedings thereon shall be published as soon as possible, 

The High Contracting Parties shall promptly advise as to the 
conclusions of the Report. 

If the High Contracting Parties directly concerned are Mem- 
bers of the League of Nations, the Council shall exercise the 
rights devolving upon it in such circumstances in virtue of the 
Covenant with a view to ensuring the observance of the present 
Convention and to safeguarding the peace of nations. 


CHAPTER D—FINAL PROVISIONS 
Article 53” 


The present Convention shall not affect the provisions of prev- 
ious treaties under which certain of the High Contracting Parties 
have agreed to limit their land, sea or air armaments, and have 
thus fixed in relation to one another their respective rights and 
obligations in this connection. 

The following High Contracting Parties . . . signatory to the 
said treaties declare that the limits fixed for their armaments 
under the present Convention are accepted by them in relation to 
the obligations referred to in the preceding paragraph, the main- 
tenance of such provisions being for them an essential condition 
for the observance of the present Convention. 


% See reservation by the German delegation, ibid., p. 339, par. 273. 
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Article 54 


If a dispute arises between two or more of the High Contracting 
Parties concerning the interpretation or application of the provi- 
sions of the present Convention, and cannot be settled either 
directly between the parties or by some other method of friendly 
settlement, the parties will, at the request of any one of them, 
submit such dispute to the decision of the Permanent Court of 
International Justice or to an arbitral tribunal chosen by them. 


Article 55 


The present Convention shall be ratified by the High Contract- 
ing Parties in accordance with their respective consitutional 
methods. The instruments of ratification shall be deposited with 
the Secretary-General of the League of Nations. 

The present Convention shall come into force, for each Party 
whose instrument of ratification has been deposited, as soon as 
the instruments of ratification have been deposited by .. . (list - 
to be drawn up by the Conference). 

(Should the present Convention not have come into force in 
accordance with the preceding paragraph by . . . the High Con- 
tracting Parties shall be invited by the Secretary-General of the 
League of Nations to meet and consider the possibility of putting 
it into force. They undertake to participate in this consultation, 
which shall take place before. ... )” 


Article 56 


Each of the High Contracting Parties will take the necessary 
measures for carrying the provisions of the present Convention 
into effect as soon as it has come into force for such Party. 


Article 57 


Subject to the provisions of Articles 58 and 59, the present 
Convention shall remain in force for ... years. It shall remain 
in force after the expiration of that period except in so far as it 
may be amended, superseded or denounced under the conditions 
specified in the following articles. 


* Note.—It will be for the Conference to decide whether this paragraph and 
any supplementary provisions which may be necessary would not be better placed 
in a protocol of signature. 

[49] 
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Article 58 


Before the end of the period of x years provided for in the 
preceding article, and not less than y years after its entry into 
force, the present Convention shall be re-examined by the High 
Contracting Parties meeting in Conference. The date of this 
meeting shall be fixed by the Council of the League of Nations, | 
after taking cognisance of the opinion of the Permanent Disar. Peace 


STAT! 


; mament Commission and of the intentions of the High Contracting a gene 
; Parties non-members of the League of Nations. Germa 
; The above-mentioned Conference may, if necessary, revise the the T: 
: present Convention and establish fresh provisions in substitution pee 


therefor, fixing their period of duration and laying down general wany 


rules regarding their examination and subsequent revision, if the Treat) 
latter is required. ft 
limi 
Article 59” tak 
Before the end of the period of y years provided for in the 2 
preceding article, but not less than z years after the entry into Then 
force of the present Convention, the procedure for examination forces 
and revision laid down in that article may also be carried out at Bef 
the request of a High Contracting Party, with the concurrence dated 
of the Permanent Disarmament Commission, if the conditions Assoc 
under which the engagements stipulated in the Convention were mater 
contracted have undergone, as the result of technical transforma- 1 
tions or special circumstances, changes justifying a fresh examina- - 
tion and, if necessary, the revision of such engagements. «dl 
the 
Article 60 tio 
the 
In the course of a conference held in the circumstances pro- an 
vided for in the two preceding articles, any High Contracting mi 
Party shall be entitled to notify its intention to denounce the - 
present Convention. a 
Such denunciation shall take effect two years after its date, but fa 
in no case before the expiration of the period of x years mentioned And 
in Article 57. 
% See reservation by the German delegation, Official Journal February, 1931, 
Pp. 341, par. 295. th 
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REDUCTION OF ARMAMENT, 


STATEMENT OF THE CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL 
PEACE* 


The Trustees of the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace beg to recall to the public mind the intimate relation between 
a general limitation of armaments and the special limitation of 
German military forces prescribed and imposed under Part V of 
the Treaty of Versailles dated June 28, 1919, which was incor- 
porated by reference in the Treaty of Berlin made between Ger- 
many and the United States August 25, 1921. Part V of the 
Treaty of Versailles said: 


In order to render possible the initiation of a general 
limitation of the armaments of all nations, Germany under- 
takes strictly to observe the military, naval and air clauses 
which follow. 


Then follow the clauses strictly limiting the German military 
forces. 

Before the German delegates signed the treaty, a communication 
dated June 16, 1919, was addressed to them by the Allied and 
Associated Powers. This communication contained the following 
statements : 


The Allied and Associated Powers have already pointed 
out to the German Delegates that the Covenant of the League 
of Nations provides for “the reduction of national arma- 
ments to the lowest point consistent with national safety and 
the enforcement by common action of international obliga- 
tions.” They recognize that the acceptance by Germany of 
the terms laid down for her own disarmament will facilitate 
and hasten the accomplishment of a general reduction of ar- 
maments; and they intend to open negotiations immediately 
with a view to the eventual adoption of a scheme of such 
general reduction. It goes without saying that the realiza- 
tion of this programme will depend in large part on the satis- 
factory carrying out by Germany of her own engagements. 


And further, that 


The Allied and Associated Powers wish to make it clear 
that their requirements in regard to German armaments were 


*Unanimously authorized at the semi-annual meeting of the Board of Trustees, 
December 8, 1930. 
[51] 
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not made solely with the object of rendering it impossible for 
Germany to resume her policy of military aggression. Th 

are also the first steps towards that general reduction and 
limitation of armaments which they seek to bring about as one 
of the most fruitful preventives of war, and which it will be 
one of the first duties of the League of Nations to promote, 


Eleven years have passed since these representations were made. 
Is there not now resting upon all the peoples of the Allied and 
Associated Powers (including the United States) an imperative 
obligation to make their representations good without further de. 
lay, and should not these obligations prevail against all technical 
and temporary obstacles? 


A TRUE COPY: 


James Brown Scort, 
Secretary, 
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